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Governor takes action This past Thursday, March 9 was the deadlinghfergovernor to act on bills
passed by the legislature in the session that eoéatbruary 18. Most of the disability-relatetisbi
that made it through the legislative process vge&geed into law by Governor Martinez, but she
vetoed two of them. For a list and descriptiothafse bills, see page 2. A recap of disabilitgted
bills that did not pass begins on page 3.

Budget bills approved. The governosigned the state budget bill (HB 2) with very femelitem

vetoes, none of which directly affected disabiptpgrams. Due to the state’s bleak revenue outlook
HB 2 reduces overall state spending in the coméay Yy about $7 million. Medicaid, public
education and a few other programs and agencies/egtsmall increases in funding, but most
agencies will see budget cuts up to about 4%. gbvernor also approved HB 311, which enabled the
state to avoid larger budget reductions by transigiunspent balances in a variety of accountheo t
state’s general fund.

Several disability-related bills signed into law Governor Martinez signed HB 61, which authorizes
persons with disabilities to save up money in sgdesavings accounts without losing their eligilyilit

for SSI or other benefit programs for low-incomdiinduals. She also approved bills extending
protections for student athletes to reduce brgimigs, and authorizing public alerts when a person
with developmental disabilities goes missing ararthealth or safety is at risk. As expected, the
governor also approved SB 113, a bill opposed duhe session by DRNM that will authorize court-
ordered outpatient mental health treatment.

Doomed by the veto penSB 36, which required the Department of Healthrtavjgle an annual

report on the DD waiver and the waiting list foatiprogram, was vetoed by the governor even though
DOH did not oppose it during legislative committesarings. In her veto message, the governor noted
that the department secretary is available to geany information the legislature needs. HB 70,
requiring that individuals getting hearing aidsgdeen information about connections with assistive
listening systems, was also vetoed.

Looking ahead. During the “interim” period before the next legtsl@ session, various legislative
committees will be meeting. Of particular interesthe disability community will be the Health and



Human Services Committee, the Disability Concemlsc®mmittee, and the Legislative Finance
Committee. You can find information about the menship and meeting schedule of these and other
committees on the legislature’s web site, nmlegi&.g

Looking further ahead, 2016 is an election yead, @hseats in both the state Senate and House of
Representatives are up for election. Primary igestwill occur in June, with the general election
be held in early November. If you're not alreadyistered to vote, do it now! You can register on-
line or in person at a wide variety of locatiofi® register on-line, go to the Secretary of State’s
website at sos.state.nm.us, scroll down the honeesfmathe “2016 Election Information” section, and
click on “Online Voter Registration”. If you ne@aformation on how or where to register to vote in
person, contact DRNM.

Bills and Memorials that Passed in the 2016 Legidiae Session

The state budget

HB 2 General Appropriations Act. Rep. Larry Larraiiagis is the state budget bill, providing
funding for all state agencies for the fiscal yeaginning July 1, 2016 (FY2017). Although the
Medicaid program received an increase of $22 mmilfrom the state general fund, this fell far shadrt
the $85 million increase that HSD projected thegpaa would need. In addition, Medicaid funding in
the current year will fall short because HSD did gt the full amount of the supplemental
appropriation it asked for to meet the expecteicdefThe cumulative shortfall for the two years
comes to more than $85 million in state fundingrerdb400 million total when federal matching funds
are included. That's a significant funding shoetaghich will require HSD to institute a number of
“cost containment” measures, including reductionprovider rates, increased costs to consumers in
the form of monthly premiums and co-pays for sexsjand possible benefit cuts.

The budget reduces non-Medicaid behavioral healtitract services by about $2.5 million
compared to the current year, and earmarks $lomidf available funding for spending in behavioral
health “investment zones”, $250,000 for inpatiesyghiatric services, and $100,000 for Native
American suicide prevention.

At the Department of Health, the DD waiver prognaas spared from budget cuts, and there is
apparently about $800,000 in the budget that enshéd to move about 40 people off of the waitisg li
and into the waiver program.

The DD Planning Council’s Office of Guardianshgwsa funding increase from Medicaid and
other sources totaling nearly $400,000, for persband for contractors who petition for guardiapshi
or serve as court visitors or guardians ad literemvpuardianship is proposed, or who act as guasdian
or treatment guardians when guardianships arelestad.

Most other state agencies that primarily serveges with disabilities saw small reductions in
their budgets compared to current-year fundingl&eve

 HB 61 Accounts for Persons with Disabilities. Rep. §h@illiams Stapleton. Authorizes tax-
free savings accounts for persons with disabilitires would allow individuals to accumulate
savings of up to $100,000 while still remainingy@le for public benefits such as SSI (which
currently has a resource limit of just $2,000).e Bavings could be used for disability-related
purposes such as home modifications, educatiomspicatation and job trainingSigned into law.

 HB 70 Hearing Aids and Assistive Listening Systemsp.Rgarl Trujillo. Required audiologists
and hearing aid dispensers to provide informatlmouéhearing aid options that can provide a
direct connection between the hearing aid andtassigstening systemsYetoed.



* HB 336 Reporting MH Adjudications to FBI Database. Ridpte Gentry and Sen. Daniel lvey-
Soto. Directs the state Administrative Office loé tCourts to report to the FBI's national instant
background check system information from court aleiieations of mental incapacity. This bill
moved through the legislature in an unusually ekpddgrocess late in the session and did not go
to the Senate Judiciary Committee as would have bepected.Signed into law.

* SB 21 ‘Brittany” Alerts. Sen. Jacob Candelaria. Modedacexisting “Amber” alerts for missing
children and “Silver” alerts for missing eldersistbill authorizes the issuance of public alerts
when a person with developmental disabilities goesing in circumstances where there is
concern for the person’s health or safeBygned into law.

* SB 36 DD Waiver Waiting List Report and Funding. SBill Soules. Requires the Department
of Health to issue an annual report regarding thirev program and the wait list, including
projections of how much it would cost over the niex¢ years to get the waiting time down to
three years or less. An appropriation of $25 onillio the Department of Health that was
originally included in the bill was removed/etoed.

* SB 113 Mandated Outpatient Treatment. Senator Mary Ragen. Authorizes involuntary,
court-ordered outpatient mental health treatmenpéosons with a history of mental illness who
are not currently dangerous to themselves or oth@rg/ho are considered “likely” to cause harm
to themselves or others at some time in the fufuheey go without treatmentSigned into law.

» SB 137 Extend Protections for Young Athletes. Sen. M@hSanchez. Extends the time a
student athlete would be held out of further contipetafter a brain injury from one week to 10
days. The bill would also prohibit non-school floathletic activities, such as club sports, from
using school grounds or facilities unless the spongsuch activities agrees to be bound by the
same brain injury rules that apply to school atblattivities. Signed into law.

« SJM 1 Reconvene the J. Paul Taylor Task Force. Sery. Qetiz y Pino. Calls for re-
establishment of the J. Paul Taylor task force cihor the past few years has developed
recommendations for mental health services fomitsfand childrenPassed.

* SM 25 Transition Planning for Youth with Disabilitie$Sen. Michael Padilla. Calls on the DD
Planning Council and the Center for DevelopmentRisability at UNM to convene a task force
to look at ways to improve the transition of youtith disabilities from school to workPassed.

Bills and Memorials that Did Not Pass

Autism

* SB 62 Autism Funding and EPSDT. Sen. Nancy Rodriguemvided for EPSDT screening and
services for all children on the autism spectrulas $11.5 million for various autism services.

e SB 112 Autism Center at NMSU. Sen. Mary Kay Papen. rappiated $359,000 to New Mexico
State University to establish an Autism Resear@stig, Training and Intervention Center.

Behavioral Health/Mental Health

« HB 51 Gun Show Sales and Reporting MI DeterminatidRep. Miguel Garcia. Required the
state to report court findings of incapacity duentental illness to federal authorities.

* HB 88 Housing for the Homeless. Rep. Tomas Salazaprdpriated $2.5 million to HSD for
supportive housing and other services for homgdessons with mental iliness. Identical to SB
140, below.

* HB 193 Limiting Solitary Confinement. Rep. Antonio Maas. Prohibited the use of solitary
confinement for persons with a known serious mattedss.
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HB 197 Infant Mental Health Services. Rep. Don Trigyppropriated $100,000 to CYFD for
infant mental health services.

HB 198 Mandated Outpatient Treatment. Rep. Paul Pachielemtical to SB 113, which passed.
HB 246 Services to Reduce Incarceration. Rep. Sherylidkik Stapleton. Appropriated
$250,000 to HSD for services to non-violent juvesiand adults with behavioral health issues.
HB 287 Behavioral Health Services for Veterans, Homelé¥sp. Idalia Lechuga-Tena. Provided
$2 million to HSD for behavioral health servicess&erans and homeless individuals statewide.
SB 24 EPSDT Screening Requirements. Sen. Jerry ORimg. Required HSD to ensure that all
children on Medicaid get screened for behavioraltheand developmental disabilitiedlthough

B 24 did not pass, HB 2 calls attention to this issue by stating that there is sufficient funding in the
Medicaid program budget for these screenings to occur.

SB 26 School Based Health Services. Sen. Jerry Ortilmg.PAppropriated $550,000 to the
Department of Health for school-based health sesyimcluding behavioral health.

SB 66 Behavioral Health Training for EMTs. Sen. Jebnfiz y Pino. Appropriated $100,000 to
DOH to provide behavioral health training to EmerggeMedical Technicians (EMTS).

SB 67 Behavioral Health Apprenticeships. Sen. JeryzQrPino. Provided $500,000 to NM
Highlands University for a service program usingviyetrained professionals.

SB 140 Limit Solitary Confinement. Sen. Mary Kay Papddentical to HB 193, above.

SB 202 Hate Crimes Against Homeless. Sen. Bill O’'NeAlmended the existing hate crimes law
to include crimes against homeless persons.

SB 250 Native American Suicide Prevention. Sen. Georgadau Appropriated $150,000 to
UNM for suicide prevention for Native AmericansiB 2 includes $100,000 for this purpose.

SB 331 Reporting MH Adjudications to FBI Database. Seaniel Ivey-Soto. Similar to HB

336, which passed the legislature and was sigriedaw.

Brain Injury

HB 180 Student Athlete Appeals. Rep. Bill McCamley. Lied appeals of decisions to hold
students out of athletic competition temporarilyaagsult of a brain injury.

HM 66 Brain injury insurance coverage. Rep. Deborah Among). Called for a study of possible
insurance coverage of a continuum of services éosgns with brain injuries.

Developmental Disabilities

SB 50Rate Increases for SGF Providers. Sen. Nancy Bwelzi Provided $5 million for rate
increases for service providers funded by stategéfund dollars.

SB 51Rate Increases for FIT Providers. Sen. Nancy Radd. Provided $5 million for rate
increases for agencies that provide Family Infaoddler services.

SB 54Rate Increases for DD Waiver Providers. Sen. N&myriguez. Provided $5 million for
rate increases for agencies that provide DD waseerices.

SB 246 Rate Increases for ICF/DD Providers. Sen. Nanayrigoez. Provided $250,000 for rate
increases for agencies that provide ICF/DD services

SM 81 ClassifyRett Syndrome as DD. Sen. Michael Padilla. Cadledhe Department of Health
to include this condition within the definition tdevelopmental disabilities”.

Education and Higher Education

HB 190 Prohibit Seclusion/Restraint in Schools. Rem Smith. Prohibited use of seclusion and
restraint in public schools, except in emergentyasions.

HB 251 ENMU-Roswell Disability Program. Rep. Nora EspiaoZAppropriated $219,500 for the
special services department at ENMU-Roswell. lidahto SB 208, below.
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SB 39Pilot Project for Educational Justice. Sen. Holigrales. Appropriated $150,000 to
CYFD to help divert students with disabilities frahe juvenile justice system.

SB 87 Training for School Staff. Sen. Linda Lopez. pAppriated $150,000 to PED to provide
training for all teachers and school staff to waikh students with special needs.

SB 208ENMU-Roswell Disability Program. Sen. Stuart Inglelentical to HB 251, above.

Sensory Impairments

HB 21 Optometrists Certifying Blindness. Rep. JimmilH Authorized optometrists to
diagnose and certify people as blind, for purpadesstablishing eligibility for services.

HM 89 Early Hearing Loss Detection and Intervention. Riegrry McMillan. Called for a report
on the extent to which newborns in New Mexico amesned and treated for hearing loss.

SB 70 Hearing Aids and Assistive Listening Systems. S$#&ichael Padilla. Similar to HB 70,
which passed the legislature, but was vetoed bgdhernor.

Workforce Issues

HB 205 Move DVR. Rep. Candy Spence Ezzell. Moved thasidbn of Vocational

Rehabilitation from the Public Education Departmienthe Department of Workforce Solutions.
HB 263 Direct Care Workforce Subcommittee. Rep. SarahdtéseBarnes. Established a Direct
Care Workforce Subcommittee of the interim LegisatHealth and Human Services Committee.
SB 222 Direct Care Workforce Subcommittee. Sen. Michaelifa. Identical to HB 263.

Other

HB 25 Parking Placards for Agencies. Rep. Paul Pachadowed disability service agencies to
obtain accessible parking placards for vehicleg tven or lease.

HB 113 Specialty License Plates. Rep. Sarah MaestaweBaDirected the Motor Vehicle
Division to offer an accessibility emblem on otkerds of specialty license plates.

HB 312 Photo ID for voting. Rep. Nora Espinoza. Reqilimgohoto ID for voting in person or by
absentee ballot.

HM 71 Service Verification. Rep. Idalia Lechuga-Tenaall€d for a task force to consider visit
verification systems to prevent payment for seiwicdled but not provided.

SB 126 Disability Dance Program. Sen. Linda Lopez. Ampiated $50,000 to the Governor’s
Commission on Disability to fund a dance programifidividuals with disabilities.

SB 225 Tax Credits for Home Modifications. Sen. Gay Kern&rovided for an income tax credit
up to $5,000 toward the costs of making accessibiodifications to a home.

SB 278Adverse determination appeals. Sen. Jacob CarmleRequired continuation of
insurance coverage for prescription drugs whil@meal is in process.

ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THIS REPORT

State Agencies:

CYFD Children Youth and Families Department
DOH Department of Health

HSD Human Services Department

PED Public Education Department

Other Terms:

DD Developmental Disabilities
DVR Division of Vocational Rehabilitation
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