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Down to the final few days. This is the final week of this year's regular sessas the Legislature

will adjourn at noon on Thursday. There will beddfloor sessions in each chamber and some late
night committee meetings as legislators try to owere a slow start and complete action on hundreds
of pending bills.

A Little Progress on State Budget. It's been about ten days since the proposedtsidiget bill, HB

2, failed on a tie vote (34 - 34) in the House.e Tl was later sent back to the House Approorsi

and Finance Committee, but they have not beentalzlgree on a revised version so the bill remains i
the committee. Meanwhile, the Senate Finance Ctieeninas produced its own version of the budget
bill, using the House version as a starting poliith the clock ticking down, it is not clear whetta
budget agreement will be reached. If there isimal pproval of a budget bill (or if a bill is =]

but vetoed by the governor), a special sessionbeitheeded to resolve the impasse.

Some Bills Make Progress.HB 58, which would open up the Brain Injury Fundthose whose brain
injury was the result of an acquired condition eatthan traumatic/accidental injury, has passed the
House and is making progress in the Senate. @BIBs52 and SB 75) authorizing schools to stock and
administer emergency medications for treating aatand allergies have been passed separately in the
House and the Senate and each is moving forwatteiother chamber. A bill (SB 181) to provide
procedural protections to behavioral health an@mfihedicaid providers has made some progress in
the Senate but still has a long way to go befaredissible passage by the legislature; an attempt i
being made to add requirements for continuity ovises to consumers in the event a provider's
Medicaid payments are suspended by HSD.

Other Bills Struggling or Dead. A bill (SB 174) authorizing CYFD to license andjutate

"wilderness youth programs" such as the Tierra &aRanch near Hillsboro was tabled in the Senate
Judiciary Committee this past week. Many committeenbers were clearly unhappy with CYFD's
performance and management in view of high stafémay rates and turnover along with recent high-
profile cases involving apparent failures in ctpldtective services. As a result, they're reluttan

give the department additional regulatory authoatyd this bill is very unlikely to move further this
session. SB 55, which would provide $10 milliortake people off of the DD waiver waiting list and
move them into service, and would require the Diapamt of Health to develop a 5-year plan for
significantly reducing the waiting list, has be¢alled in the Senate Finance Committee, a victim of



the state budget impasse. Bills that would hdtesvad or required certification of in-home care
providers such as attendants or homemakers havenitelrawn by their sponsors in response to
concerns raised by provider agencies and by matheidisability community who were concerned
over interference with the selection and trainihgttendants by self-directing consumers.

Bills, Memorials and Resolutions in the 2014 Legiative Session

State Budget
HB 2 General Appropriations Act. Rep. Kiki Saavedfde bill approved by the House

Appropriations and Finance Committee (HAFC) faileghass the House on a tie vote and was later
referred back to HAFC, where it remains. The SeRatance Committee has developed its own
version of the budget bill (SB 313) but it has heen formally sent to the full Senate and complete
information on final numbers is not yet availablunding levels for state agencies providing sewic
to persons with disabilities (including state, fedend other funding sources) in the HAFC versibn
the bill are included in the table below:

Current Year  Governor's FY 2015 LFC FY180 HB 2 per
Agency/Program Budget Recommendation Recommendation HAFC
Department of Health
Developmental Disabilities $149.748 million$159.057 million  $162.223 million  $162.123 lioih
Human Services Department

Medicaid general $4.065 Billion $4.3411Bih $4.331 Billion $4.349 Billion

Medicaid Behavioral Health $306.1 million 42R.6 million $400.7 million $394.1 milkio

BHSD (non-Medicaid) $ 59.4 million $ BImillion $ 60.4 million $ 60.8 million
Div. of Vocational Rehabilitation

Rehabilitation services $27.725 million 99893 million $28.429 million $28.529 million

Independent Living $ 1.457 million $ 4FBmillion $ 1.457 million $ 1.543 million

NM Commission for the Blind $12.353 million 837 million $12.837 million $12.837 million
NM Comm. for the Deaf & HH  $ 3.753 million $.700 million $ 3.703 million $ 3.753 nwlh
Governor's Comm. on Disability $ 1.525 million $ 1.554 milion  $ 1.598 million $ 1.62dllion
DD Planning Council
Federal program $ 1.287 million $ 1.48llion $ 1.288 million $ 1.320 million
Office of Guardianship $ 4.595 million $.045 million  $ 4.980 million $ 4.997 mih

The current version of HB 2 includes these newfamlthl funding items of particular interest to the
disability community:
» $3.3 million additional funding for the DD waiventended to bring people off of the wait list
» $500,000 for a pilot program of flexible supports those at or near the top of the wait list, as
recommended by the SM 20 task force
* $5.1 million additional funding for the FIT (Familgfant Toddler) program
e $150,000 for evidence-based treatment practiceshiitren with autism
» $5 million for Medicaid rate increases for nurshngmes and PCO providers
* $250,000 for non-Medicaid in-patient psych servicesouthern NM
» $100,00 for a concussion needs assessment
» $50,000 for distribution of child safety helmet
* $75,000 to the Commission for the Blind to purchase distribute magnification devices
e $164,000 in supplemental FY 2014 funding for theHIDOffice of Guardianship
» $3 million to PED as needed to meet "maintenanadfoft" for special education funding (in
addition to contingency funds appropriated last)yea



HB 2 also includes a prohibition on HSD using moteegontract with a managed care company to
manage non-Medicaid behavioral health funds.

The Senate and the House will have to agree omgéesiersion of the budget to send to the governor
or a special session will be necessary to resbleratter.

Autism

HB 69 Autism Services. Rep. Liz Thomson. Approprigg&60,000 to the Department of Health to
support the Autism Oversight Team (planning andr@ting in-state services for persons currently
placed out-of-state) and $250,000 for clinical gas for children with significant problem behawor
Passed HHGIC, pending in HAFThe latest version of HB 2 includes $150,000 fonichl treatment
services.

SB 109 Autism Services. Sen. Lisa Torraco. Same a$8iBabove, appropriating $350,000 to DOH
for autism services. Passed SPAC, pending in SH.latest version of HB 2 includes $150,000 for
clinical treatment services.

Behavioral Health/Mental Health

HB 44 Firearms Sales and Federal Mental lliness RamprtRep. Miguel Garcia. This bill would
require background checks for the purchase ofrfineaat gun shows, and would also require state
reports to the FBI identifying individuals who haween found by courts to be mentally incapacitated
and thus ineligible to purchase firearmi$ie sponsor has decided not to move the bill forwal

HB 61 Native American Youth Suicide Prevention. Re.damoger Madalena. Appropriates
$300,000 to HSD for the Behavioral Health Purchg€iollaborative to establish three prevention
programs statewide. Passed HHGIC, pending in HAFC.

HB 63 Inmate Mental Health. Rep. James Roger Madal&hés bill had an appropriation of
$563,180 to establish a pilot program in Grant,d.and Hidalgo County (southwestern NM) to
provide comprehensive behavioral health and suggovices to inmates of the county detention
centers and to individuals who have been releasad those facilities. The funding was removed
from the bill by amendment, leaving an "unfundechdete"” to establish the program. Passed the
House 61 - 0; pending in SPAC.

HB 243 Housing Assistance for the Homeless. Rep. Do@adlegos. This bill provides $500,000 to
the Mortgage Finance Authority to provide suppa@tnousing and support services to help homeless
persons become more stable and move into houslagsed HBIC, pending in HAFC.

SB 35 NMSU Nurse Practitioner Program. Sen. Mary Kapéh. This bill appropriates $171,200 for
the Mental Health Nurse Practitioner program at NM3assed SPAC, pending in SFC.

SB 66Infant Mental Health Services. Sen. Jerry OrtRiyo. This bill will appropriate $2 million to
the Children, Youth and Families Department to mevwnfant or early childhood mental health
services that are not covered by Medicaid. Thealmlld also prohibit the state from requiring
providers of these services to be endorsed byianatorganization in order to be reimbursed for
services. This provision is intended to continuexiend services to communities where there ave fe
if any endorsed providers. Passed SPAC, pendig@.



SB 290 Behavioral Health Services in Lea County. Seay &ernan. This bill appropriates $100,000
to the Children, Youth and Families Departmentrwvwle behavioral health services and supportive
housing to pregnant and parenting teenagers irCloesty (southeastern NM). Passed SPAC, pending
in SFC.

SB 321 Resolving Financial Claims Related to BH Audi&en. Howie Morales. This lengthy bill
sets up a process whereby the 15 provider agewtiese payments were suspended due to HSD’s
determination of “credible allegations of fraudhdatheir employees or contractors, can resolvendai
against the state without having to pursue damagescin court, if a valid tort claim against thetest
was filed by January 1, 2014. The claims woulddwewed by a special master, and payments up to
a total of $750,000 could be made for valid claifitke agency is not charged with either civil or
criminal fraud. SCC/SJC/SF@etermined “not germane” and will not be pursued futher in this

session.

SR 2 No Confidence in HSD Secretary Squier. Sen. Btisanchez. This Senate Resolution
indicates that the state Senate has “no confidendkie ability of Sidonie Squier to carry out her
duties as Secretary of the Human Services Depattrivée include this Resolution in the behavioral
health section of this Legislative Report becausa&ary Squier’s handling of the abrupt suspension
of Medicaid funding for 15 major behavioral hea#thencies last year is the principal (though not the
only) basis cited for proposing the Resolutigkwaiting action by the full Senate.

SM 5 Early Childhood Task Force. Sen. Jerry OrtiznoP This memorial asks UNM to reconvene a
task force to continue working on improving colladtmon among early childhood stakeholders, and to
develop an infant and early childhood mental heattion plan. Awaiting action by the full Senate.

SM 29 Behavioral Health Study. Sen. Jerry Ortiz y RPifidnis memorial cites a number of systemic
changes that have been made in the behaviorahhdsllvery system over the years, typically
resulting in difficult transitions that delayed aglidrupted services. It calls for another studyugrto
recommend the changes needed to develop an effextty accountable mental health system.
SRC/SPAC.

SM 79 BH Collaborative Task Force. Sen. Carlos Cissierbhis memorial calls on the Behavioral
Health Purchasing Collaborative and local collabees to establish a task force to identify strageg
for expanding and improving behavioral health serdelivery through community partnerships.
DRNM would be one of the many entities requestsémnee on the task forcd?assed SPAC, awaiting
final vote in the Senate.

Brain Injury
HB 58 Expand Eligibility for Brain Injury Services. BeJim Trujillo and Sen. Gay Kernan. This bill

would amend the law establishing the Brain Injuepv&es Fund to eliminate its current limitation to
those with “traumatic” brain injury. This wouldguide eligibility for those whose acquired brain
injury was caused by stroke or other non-traunticses, as long as the injury occurred after birth
and was not caused by substance abuse. Pasdddube 65 — 0, passed SPAC, pending in SFC.

HM 9 Concussion Study. Rep. Jim Smith. This memasék the Brain Injury Advisory Council to
conduct a study of the incidence of concussiorsiudent athletes and returning veterans, and igenti
needs related to diagnosis and treatment of commnss3 he current version of HB 2 includes a total of
$100,000 to conduct the studgASSED



SB 52 Insurance Coverage for Brain Injury Servicesn.Jem Keller and Rep. Liz Thomson. This
bill would require most individual and group healiBurance policies in New Mexico to cover a
number of treatment services and community reiatégr services for persons with brain injuries.
Determined “not germane” and will not be pursued futher in this session

Community-based Services

HB 88 Certification of Personal Care Providers. RegllKFajardo. This bill proposed a voluntary
program of certification for individual provider$ personal care, attendant care, homemaker oraimil
in-home services for pay. With a “message” from glovernor, the bill was determined germane to
the short session. However, due to concernsdéigdiome care agencies, representatives of
disability organizations and others, the sponscrddel not to move the bill forward and instead
introduced a memorial calling for a group to sttigky issue (see HIM 20, below).

HJIM 4 Family Caregiver Study. Rep. Tomas Salazars Temorial calls for appointment of a
coalition or task force to review the needs of igrmembers and friends who provide unpaid care and
support to elders and others and to recommendypciianges to support these caregivers. The DD
Planning Council and the Governor's Commission @alllity would be members of the task force.
Passed the House 48 — 0; SRC/SPAC.

HJM 20 Oversight of Home Care Agencies. Rep. Kelly Flga This memorial calls for a group to
look at oversight and regulation of home healtmaggs, some of which are not licensed by the state,
in order to promote quality assurance. Care giwdrs work independently for self-directing
consumers would not fall within the scope of themnaal. Passed HHGIC, awaiting final vote in the
House.

SB 14 Certification of Personal Care Providers. Seithdel Padilla. This bill is similar to HB 88
but wouldrequire anyone providing personal care, attendant carmaehwaker or similar in-home
services for pay to be certified by the state. ti@emtion would require completion of a course of
study, passing an exam, and accreditation by amataccrediting entityDue to concerns expressed
by the disability community as well as providers, te sponsor is not pursuing this bill

Developmental Disabilities

HB 75 Rate Increase for DD Providers. Rep. Jimmie.HaHis bill will appropriate $2.65 million to

the Department of Health to provide reimbursemat# increases to provider agencies for DD services
funded by state general funds (would not apply &ver services). Same as SB 249, below. Passed
HHGIC, pending in HAFC.

HB 218 FIT rate increases. Rep. Liz Thomson. Thisdplbropriates $4 million to the Department of
Health to provide reimbursement rate increaseatoilly Infant Toddler (FIT) provider agencies as
called for in a rate study conducted in 2003. Sam8B 188, below. Passed HHGIC, pending in
HAFC.

HB 319 Prevent Fetal Alcohol Syndrome. Rep. Liz Thoms®his bill appropriates $100,000 to the
Department of Health to fund a program at the Ursitg of New Mexico to prevent fetal alcohol
syndrome. HAFC. $50,000 for this purpose is included in the cutregrsion of HB 2.

HB 354 DD Provider Rate Increase. Rep. Kelly Fajardibis bill appropriates $5.2 million to the
Department of Health to provide “cost-of-living”dreases to agencies providing DD waiver services.
Passed HHGIC, pending in HAFC.



SB 55 DD Waiver Waiting List Plan and Funding. Senll Boules. This bill would require the
Department of Health and the Human Services Deanttto develop a 5-year plan, to be updated
annually, to address the waiting list for the DDiwea program. The plan would identify the total
number of people on the waiting list, a targettf@ number of new people to be served during the
five-year period covered by the plan, and the arhotifunding needed each year to meet the target.
As amended in SPAC, the bill would also appropr&it@ million to the Department of Health in the
coming year to serve some of those currently omtdiéing list. Passed SPAC, pending in SFC.

SB 188 FIT rate increases. Sen. Howie Morales. THisabpropriates $4 million to the Department
of Health to provide reimbursement rate increasdsatmily Infant Toddler (FIT) provider agencies as
called for in a rate study conducted in 2003. SamklB 218, above. Passed SPAC, pending in SFC.

SB 249Rate Increase for DD Providers. Sen. Nancy Roedg This bill will appropriate $2.65
million to the Department of Health to provide réansement rate increases to provider agencies for
DD services funded by state general funds. SaniBag5, above. Passed SPAC, pending in SFC.

SB 277 Rate Increase for DD Providers. Sen.Carlos @isneThis bill appropriates $5.2 million to
the Department of Health to fund cost-of-livingrieases for DD waiver provider agencies. Passed
SPAC, pending in SFC.

SM 8 Jaden’'s Way. Sen. Lisa Torraco. This memociah@wvledges the extraordinary challenges
faced by individuals with multiple disabilities atiteir families, as exemplified by Jaden Fawverpwh
died recently at the age of 1(PASSED

Education

SB 5ASL as Language Credit. Sen. Carlos Cisneross @it would allow a course in American
Sign Language to count as a language credit whienlating total credits needed for high school
graduation requirement®etermined “not germane” and will not be pursued futher in this session.

SB 280 Fostering School Friendships. Sen. Howie MoralHsis bill appropriates $100,000 to the
Public Education Department to support progranmishschools and high schools that promote
friendships between students with and studentsowitevelopmental disabilities, and promote
inclusion in the schools. SEC/SFC.

SM 69 Educational Services. Sen. Bill O'Neill. Thismmorial calls for a task force to help the PED
devise strategies and funding for providing edwceti services for students who have been suspended
or expelled from school or referred to the juverigtice system. Passed SRC, awaiting final Senate
vote.

Medicaid and Health Care

HB 52 Emergency Medications in Schools. Rep. Yvetteréle As amended, this bill allows (but
does not require) school districts to stock allmitand epinephrine medications in schools for yse b
nurses or other trained personnel, respectivehsticdents experiencing respiratory distress or
anaphylaxis. Same as SB 75, below. Passed theetiSPAC/SJC.

HB 60 Native American Opt-in for Centennial Care. Régones Roger Madalena. This bill would
clarify that Native Americans who are eligible fdedicaid cannot be required to enroll in Centennial
Care or any other Medicaid managed care prograhguadh they could do so voluntarily. Currently,
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Native Americans can choose whether they want tollen a Centennial Care managed care
organization (MCO), except for those who are "del@ible” (receiving both Medicaid and Medicare)
and those receiving long-term services, who araired to be enrolled with an MCDetermined

“not germane” and will not be pursued further in this session; but see HB 337, below, for a revised
version of this effort.

HB 267 Nursing Home Rate Increases. Rep. Lucky Varélas bill appropriates $8 million to HSD
to increase payment rates for nursing homes icdh@ng year. It also directs HSD to change the
formula used to calculate future payment ratessui@ that they fully cover the costs incurred by
nursing homes in serving their resident$e current version of HB 2 includes $5 million fate
increases for nursing homes and PCO providBesssed HHGIC, pending in HAFC.

HB 337 Native American Opt-in. Rep. James Roger Madaléerhis is a revised version of HB 60
(above), which adds a requirement for HSD to deeaath and education about the choices available
to Native Americans, as well as an appropriatio180,000 to cover HSD’s costs. Same as SB 284,
below. Because of the appropriation, the bill basn considered germane to the short sessioned?ass
HHGIC, pending in HAFC.

HM 66 Medicaid and HIX Data. Rep. Roger Madalena.afk®nded, this memorial calls on the
Human Services Department and the NM Health Ing@r&ixchange to report monthly a wide range
of data involving successful as well as deniediappbns for healthcare coverage. The new version
of the memorial is identical to SM 89, below. RabsBIHGIC, awaiting final House vote.

HM 84 Medicaid Services to Native Americans Data. Hpger Madalena. Citing inadequate tribal
consultation by HSD and concerns over commercialagad care programs, this memorial calls on
HSD to provide data comparing costs and satisfaatith services for Native Americans in managed
care, fee-for-service, and IHS/tribal programseniital to SM 98, below. Passed HHGIC, awaiting
final House vote.

SB 33 Due Process for Medicaid Providers. Sen. Mary Rapen and Rep. James Roger Madalena.
This bill establishes a definition of what conditsia "credible allegation of fraud"”, and gives
providers a right to appeal in court if they arferged to the Attorney General for investigatioséa

on such an allegation. The bill also clarifiest thianple or inadvertent errors in billing do not
constitute fraud. The bill is a response to HS2%ons in 2013, when 15 agencies were referred for
investigation based on such allegations, leadirgypension of their funding and the replacement of
12 of the agencies by companies headquarteredzoma, without the original agencies getting
information about exactly what they allegedly dicbng and without an opportunity to challenge the
determination in an administrative hearing or inrtoDetermined “not germane” and will not be

pursued further in this session.

SB 75 Emergency Medications in Schools. Sen. Mark MeorAs amended, this bill allows (but
does not require) school districts to stock allmitand epinephrine medications in schools for yse b
nurses or other trained personnel, respectivehsticdents experiencing respiratory distress or
anaphylaxis. Same as HB 52, above. Passed ttaeSpassed HHGIC, awaiting final House vote.

SB 126Due Process for Medicaid Providers. Sen. Bill @IN This bill addresses some of the same
issues as SB 33 but provides a more comprehengpreach to defining Medicaid fraud as well as
providing procedural protections to Medicaid seevicovider agencieDetermined “not germane”

and will not be pursued further in this session.



SB 181Medicaid Due Process. Sen. Bill O'Neill. Thidl began as an appropriation of $500,000 to
HSD to cover the cost of affording additional duegess protections for Medicaid providers. It was
amended in SPAC to include some of the proceducdéptions contained in SB 33 and SB 126,
above. Passed SPAC, pending in SJC and theng&F .

SB 284 Native American Opt-in. Sen. Benny Shendo. Billduplicates HB 337, above, exempting
most Native Americans from mandatory enrollmentaentennial Care and providing an appropriation
to HSD for outreach activities. SCC/SIAC/SFC.

SIJM 5 Oversight Council on Medicaid and Disability. "S&im Keller and Rep. Liz Thomson. This
memorial asks the legislative leadership to cragtermanent council to provide oversight of
Medicaid services for persons with disabilitieheTCouncil would be made up of four legislatorge fi
individuals who are persons with disabilities, esg@ntatives of or advocates for persons with
disabilities, and one representative each from lH8®&DOH. Passed the Senate 24 — 18; passed
HHGIC, awaiting final House vote.

SJM 22 Equal Due Process. Sen. Howie Morales. This oniaincalls on the governor to direct the
HSD secretary to give all Medicaid providers theealue process protections that the five new
behavioral health agencies from Arizona are enutitbeunder their contracts with HSD. Those
contracts include protections that are not typycpibvided to Medicaid providers. SRC/SPAC.

SM 59 Health Care Transitions. Sen. Jerry Ortiz y Pifbis memorial calls on the Children’s
Medical Services program at the Department of Heaid the Center for Development and Disability
at UNM to convene a group to make recommendatiomsprove the transition of persons with
special health care needs as they age and trangibim pediatric systems to adult health care
providers and systems. SRC/SPAC

SM 89 Medicaid and HIX Data. Sen. Jerry Ortiz y Pirfithis memorial calls on the Human Services
Department and the NM Health Insurance Exchangeport monthly a wide range of data involving
successful as well as denied applications for heate coverage. Identical to the revised versfon o
HM 66, above. SRC/SPAC.

SM 98 Medicaid Services to Native Americans Data. $smny Shendo. Citing inadequate tribal
consultation by HSD and concerns over commercialagad care programs, this memorial calls on
HSD to provide data comparing costs and satisfaatiith services for Native Americans in managed
care, fee for service, and IHS/tribal programsentdcal to HM 84, above. SIAC/SPAC.

Other

HB 43 Car Registration Fee Exemption. Rep. Miguel @ard his bill would exempt low income
persons with disabilities from the usual Motor \@iDivision fee for car registration for one vdhic
Passed HHGIC, pending in HAFC.

HB 217 Guardianship Oversight. Rep. Liz Thomson. THiisappropriates $200,000 to the state
district court in Albuquerque {2Judicial District) to fund the court’s initiatiie review and monitor
guardians and guardianship arrangements for agtalishave been determined to lack capacity to
make their own decisions. Increased court ovetsigis recommended by the SM 94 task force and
other groups in previous years that have lookedistissue.Based on its title and provisions, this was



previously reported as a bill that would createpesial court for seniors and persons with disalait
Passed HJC, pending in HAFC.

HB 265 Reporting Child Abuse. Rep. Gail Chasey. Thikdbdrifies that, with a few exceptions, any
person who knows or reasonably suspects that @ ishileing abused or neglected has a duty to report
the matter to local law enforcement, Child Protextbervices, or a comparable tribal entity. THle bi

IS a response to a court case last year that hatanly certain persons such as teachers, doctors,
social workers or others are required to reppiRNM notes that children with disabilities are more
frequently the victims of abuse or neglect thareothildren This bill was originally determined to be

not germane, but with the governor's message in spprt of HB 334 (see below), it could now move

forward. However, that's unlikely at this late point in the session. HRC.

HB 334 Reporting Child Abuse. Rep. Nate Gentry. Thiisaoldresses the same issue as HB 265,
above, regarding who is required to report suspedtdd abuse. HB 334 explicitly eliminates any
and all exceptions to the reporting requiremeRCPAC/HJC.

HB 342 CYFD Oversight of Wilderness Youth Programs. Repdy Martinez. As amended, this bill
would clarify that the Children Youth and Famili@epartment has authority to license and regulate
certain residential wilderness programs servinglyoDRNM notes that some of the children served
in such programs may have been placed there beadubkeir behavioral challengeRassed HHGIC,
awaiting final House vote.

HM 69 Removing Barriers to Employment. Rep. Cathrymov. This memorial calls on the New
Mexico Congressional delegation to work to charegkefal rules that limit how much income a non-
elderly nursing home resident with disabilities eann and still maintain eligibility for nursing ime
services, and require most of a person’s earnmge turned over to the nursing home to cover costs
of room and boardPASSED

SB 50 Changes to Procurement Code. Sen. Tim KellelRam Eliseo Alcon. This bill would limit
the ability of state agencies such as HSD to agoidpetitive bid processes when contracting for
audits or arranging for services after suspendagrents to agencies based on allegations of fraud.
This is another legislative response to the way HiBalt with 15 behavioral health agencies in 2013.
Determined “not germane” and will not be pursued futher in this session.

SB 174 CYFD Oversight of Residential Programs. Sen.\8lilson Beffort. As amended, this bill
would clarify that the Children Youth and Famili@epartment has authority to license and regulate
certain residential wilderness programs servinglyo®assed SPAC but tabled in SJC after extensive
debate reflecting a lack of confidence in CYFD.

SB 312 Assessment Exemption for Disabled Veterans. B@hael Sanchez. This bill would
exempt the property of military veterans with 108&ability or their surviving spouses from any
financial assessments by certain governmental baiieh as conservancy or flood control distriéts, i
the individual resides on the property. Passed@Gh&nding in SJC.

Contacting your Legislators

You can find out who your legislators are and geirtcontact information on the Legislature’s “Find
Your Legislator” web pagéttp://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/legislator_search.aspx
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To find your state representative from this webepadgke these steps:
» Under the heading “House of Representatives”, dickhe link to “Search by Name, District
or Address”
* Click on the link “OR Search by Address” near tbp of the page.
» Enter your complete address (street, city, statezgmcode) in the box provided
» Click on the “Find District” button, and in a fewaments you’ll see the name (and a picture)
of your representative and the number of the Holistect.
To find your state senator, go to the same stavtielg page and choose the “Search by Name, District
or Address” link for the Senate.

Each legislator has an office in the Capitol. @aah a legislator’s office during the session, ttell
Capitol switchboard at 986-4300 and ask for yogrslator. We encourage you to bring the voice of
the disability community to the Legislature!

Policy and Legislative Action Network (PLAN). Join your friends and colleagues in working to
promote favorable action on issues of concern tpleewith disabilities and their families. Become
part of the PLAN! We'll let you know when thereeapportunities to speak out on bills in the
Legislature and other key issues, and give youdrackd info and talking points; you show the power
of the disability community by following up with ksor emails to public officials. Sign up with
DRNM's project coordinator, Katie Gordon, at KGan@drnm.org.

ABBREVIATIONS USED IN LEGISLATIVE REPORTS

Legislative Committees

HAFC House Appropriations and Finance Committee
HAGC House Agriculture and Water Resources Cobasit
HBIC House Business and Industry Committee

HEC House Education Committee

HHGIC House Health, Government and Indian Aff@@smmittee
HJC House Judiciary Committee

HTPWC House Transportation and Public Works Conamit
HTRC House Taxation and Revenue Committee

SCORC Senate Corporations Committee

SEC Senate Education Committee

SFC Senate Finance Committee

SIAC Senate Indian Affairs Committee

SJC Senate Judiciary Committee

SPAC Senate Public Affairs Committee

LFC Legislative Finance Committee (joint Housex&e committee that meets

during the interim between legislative sessions)

State Agencies

ALTSD Aging and Long Term Services Department
CYFD Children, Youth and Families Department
DDPC Developmental Disabilities Planning Council
DOH Department of Health

GCD Governor's Commission on Disability

HSD Human Services Department

PED Public Education Department
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